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refuse advice or outside appeals." This statement practically
gives up the whole case for the peaceful settlement of inter-
national disputes, as it is possible to maintain that any
matter, however trifling, concerns the honour, dignity, or the
essential interests of the nations involved. It might, however,
be accepted if the real opinions of the peoples of the nations
concerned were ascertained, and international relations were
not guided by personal or bureaucratic ambitions or pre-
dilections, which are too often the results of unbalanced
judgment or of ignorance. There is, indeed, little hope for
the future of the world unless we are able to postulate two
conditions: (i) The continuity, with increased intelligence,
efficiency, and morality of the principle of democracy in
international affairs, according to which a majority of quali-
fied persons can carry their common will as to political
regulations into effect; and (2) the existence of statesman-
ship or political wisdom on the part of leading citizens to
give definite shape to the will of the multitude. The principle
of continuity and of evolution must be recognised in every
department of human thought and action, and as indeed it
is to be seen in every part of the universe. History shows
very clearly that whenever men have tried to mould the
growth of peoples in opposition to the natural course of
evolution, they have either entirely failed or produced but
transitory effects ; but, whenever they have recognised the
economic and natural forces at work and have co-operated
with them, and thus increased the rate of progress along the
line it was in any case following, they have been abundantly
successful.

The question to consider is, Is it possible to organise
an International Parliament which will be able to meet
these conditions? The answer, of course, must be in the
affirmative, if there is sufficient knowledge and wisdom
among those who constitute it; and, although it may be
thought that the progress which has been made in this
direction has been small, it is sufficient to give the hope
that, if a higher ideal is kept constantly in view by the